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I am proposing the Japanese YWCA to be recognized as a landmark by the California government. It is a building that has not only historical significance to California only but also the united states at large. Despite the alterations in the construction since its establishment to completion in 2017, the building has retained its integrity, design, and attitude. The inclusion of Japanese art and culture in its construction raises the plight of minorities in California.
The Japanese YWCA is located in San Francisco and was established by an organization from Japan to meet the social needs of both the women and small girls in the community. The growth of their services however necessitated the extension beyond the three churches that comprised the Japanese organization. [footnoteRef:1]Since at the time the law prohibited immigrants from purchasing land, the JapaneseYWCA sought assistance from San Francisco YWCA and bought the building at 1830 street of Sutter where the latter became the holder in trust. [1:  https://oac.cdlib.org/findaid/ark:/13030/tf596nb4h0/ 
] 

         There was a long struggle to oppose the sale of the building from the Japanese community in the United States which was won after long years of litigation. This represents the quest for recognition of not only the human rights of the Japanese communities but also for the entire minority population in the United States. This struggle, therefore, motivated more efforts for self-determination or even the African Americans and natives in the state of California.
The analyzing critically the intention and organization of the YWCA has some lessons for the current society, especially which has the intention of initiating such a charitable organization. The approach to issues of race, culture in the realization of a just and racism-free society. The building serves as a historical landmark to the struggle for racial recognition of rights of all races in the United States. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Higgs, Eleanor Tiplady. "Liberal Christianity and Women’s Global Activism: The YWCA of the USA and the Maryknoll Sisters, by Amanda L. Izzo." Religion and Gender 9, no. 1 (2019): 125-127.
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